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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Overview
Music is a part of our everyday lives and there are lots of ways in which music can aid in
the learning process. This project is created to answer the question: How can music most
effectively be used in the EL classroom? This question is answered through three professional
development presentations. The presentations will cover learning with music, music and
language acquisition, and using music in the classroom. With these professional developments,
educators will have a more complete understanding of the ways music can positively impact
learning along with strategies to use music with their students.
Project Description
This project answers the question: How can music most effectively be used in the EL
classroom? The professional development sessions cover three main themes that will help
educators understand how music impacts learning and also how to proactively use music to help
students and maximize opportunities for success. Each of the three professional developments is
ninety minutes long and they follow similarly formatted lesson plans.
At the beginning of each session will begin with an introduction. There is a greeting and
an introduction of the main theme for the session. The opening activity is to consider what they
know about the topic, how they already see this topic being used in education, what they think
the session will be covering, and what they hope to gain from each session. Participants have the
opportunity to discuss with each other and exchange ideas. They may also write down their
thoughts and ideas to share later or to reflect on their own. Each session then has a lecture, an
activity, and closes with time to discuss, reflect, and ask questions. Participants have personal
devices, access to wireless internet, and headphones.
These three professional development sessions are designed to give additional knowledge
to educators about the benefits of music in education and also supply them with practical
strategies and ideas of how to effectively use music in the classroom. These sessions are also
accompanied with a list of resources that could be helpful to educators as they make music a
more intentional part of their teaching practice. The list of resources includes a few articles, a
book, along with links to some music playlists.
These professional development sessions are intended for educators, that is, anyone who
is working with students. The research question examines the EL classroom in particular, but the
information in this professional development series is for anyone who is working with students





Learning with Music PD Lesson Plan
Time Description Notes
9:00-9:15 Opening
- The theme of Learning with Music is displayed for the
participants.




- Greeting and Introduction: Welcome to the first
professional development session that answers the question:
How can music most effectively be used in the EL
classroom? The primary focus of today's session is to
explore the benefits of learning with music.
- About Me: Introduction of self and relevant
background experiences
- Music: My own story and experiences with music
- Education: My educational history and what brought
me into the field of education.
- Why this topic: My experiences with music and my
love for music is what made me want to make it a
part of my educational practice.
- Learning with Music session agenda.
- Learning with Music: Before answering the question of
How music can most effectively be used in the EL
classroom? It’s important to have a little bit of an
understanding of the background of music and education in
the United States along with a brief history of EL education
in the United States
- History of Music and Education: We know that music has
been a part of education from very early on.
- Singing a part of direct instruction since the 1800’s
- ABC song copyrighted 1834
- 1900’s playing instruments
Musacchia, G., & Khalil, A.
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- Increased interest in creativity and experimentation
- 1980’s Multiple Intelligences and music as an
intelligence
- Hip Hop education and using music to bridge
cultures
- History of EL Education: EL education has become an
important part of the American school system, but it has
changed a lot over the years. In order to better understand
our EL students and contextualize their experience, it’s
important to have an understanding of what EL education in
the United States has looked like.
- Very little support for EL students in the early
twentieth century
- English-only laws and practices
- Change and multilingual and bilingual program
growth
- Benefits of Learning with Music: Making music a part of
the school experience, whether direct or indirect, is an
effective way to aid in the learning process. Music in the
classroom, musical activities, and direct musical instruction
can benefit students in many ways.
- Memory
- mood/atmosphere
- Building community/social bonding
- Literacy skills
- Fine motor skill
9:45-10:15 Activity
- Small Groups
- Participants get into small groups and talk to each
other sharing experiences from their educational
history. The goal is for each group to identify
experiences from their educational past in which
music was used to aid in each of the following:
memory, mood, social, literacy, motor skills
Groups of 3-6
Notebook or device for
writing
10:15-10:45 Discussion & Closing
- Participants complete a similar think/write/share prompt
from the beginning of the session, noting what has changed
- Group Sharing
- Question & Answer
3 Closing activities
15 minutes each
Learning with Music Slides

Learning with Music Think/Write/Share
What do you know about
learning with music? How is
music used in education?
How can music help us
learn?
What do you think will be
covered in today’s session on
learning with music?
What do you hope to learn in
today’s session?
What do you know about
learning with music? How is
music used in education?
How can music help us
learn?
What was covered in today’s
session on learning with music?
What did you learn in today’s
session?
Appendix B
Music and Language Acquisition
Music and Language Acquisition Lesson Plan
Time Description Notes
12:00-12:15 Opening
- The theme of Music and Language Acquisition is displayed for
the participants.




- Greeting and Introduction: Welcome to the second
professional development session that answers the question:
How can music most effectively be used in the EL classroom?
The primary focus of today's second session is to learn about
the ways that music can positively impact language
acquisition.
- Music and Language Acquisition session agenda
- Music and Language Acquisition: We know that music can
positively impact the learning process in a number of ways.
This session will explore how music can impact the language
acquisition process in particular. Music can aid in language
acquisition through language learning, literacy, and speech.
Music can also aid in the language acquisition process through
tapping into student motivation through multiple means.
- Language Learning, Literacy, & Speech: Musical activities,
exposure to music, and direct musical instruction can improve
learners abilities to understand and analyze speech.
- Learners acquire new vocabulary better with a melody
- Children’s minds can distinguish musical features as
early as language features
- Recognition of pitch, patterns of speech, spelling, and
improvements to reading comprehension
- Motivation: We know that music can be used to help motivate
students by creating a positive atmosphere that helps to put
students in the optimal mindset for learning. Music can also be
used to motivate students through social and cultural means
- Learners building community through participating in a
Kao, T., & Oxford, R.
(2014). Learning language






Jensen, J. (2019). Music,
social learning and senses
in university pedagogy:
An intersection between






Ludke, K., Ferreira, F.,
Ferreira, F., Overy, K., &







White, E., Hutka, S.,






and transfer across the
musical activity together - wanting to be a part of that
social community that is working together to create
something
- Learners becoming interested in accessing language
and culture through exposure to music. Helping to
promote self-led learners that are motivated to learn the
language in school and outside of school out of genuine
interest and desire to understand something or become








- Human Drum Set:
- Participants stand up, and following my direction and
rhythm, step side to side. Together we are creating a
steady rhythm broken in to four repeating beats.
- As the side to side rhythm is going, I start to divide the
participants into specific “instrument” groups.
- Eventually there are three groups. There is a hi-hat,
bass drum, and snare group.
- First an improvised instruction is demonstrated
and given to the bass drum group.
- Then a rhythm is demonstrated for the snare
drum group, followed by the hi hat group.
- The three groups work in unison to create a
rhythm that is constructed together out of three
different parts - achieving the target objective of
playing a musical part
- Review: This activity was chosen because it demonstrates the
way that musical activities can be used to reach targeted
learning objectives while building social bonds and increasing
motivation to build community. Participants are invited to
share their experiences from the activity.
Jensen, J. (2019). Music,
social learning and senses
in university pedagogy:
An intersection between






1:15-1:45 Discussion & Closing
- Participants complete the same think/write/share prompt from
the beginning of the session, noting what has changed
- Group Sharing
- Question & Answer
3 Closing activities
15 minutes each
Music and Language Acquisition Slides

Music and Language Acquisition Discussion & Closing
What do you know about
music and language
acquisition?
What do you think will be
covered in today’s session on
music and language acquisition?
What do you hope to learn in
today’s session?
What do you know about
music and language
acquisition?
What was covered in today’s
session on music and language
acquisition?
What did you learn in today’s
session?
Appendix C
How to Use Music in the Classroom
How to Use Music in the Classroom Lesson Plan
Time Description Notes
9:00-9:15 Opening
- The theme of How to Use Music in the EL Classroom is
displayed for the participants.
- Participants complete a think/write/share prompt
Participants are instructed
to bring headphones for
session 3
9:15-9:45 Lesson
- Greeting and Introduction: Welcome to the third
professional development session that answers the question:
How can music most effectively be used in the EL classroom?
The primary focus of today's session is to cover some
strategies and give educators some practical tools to take into
the classroom.
- How to Use Music in the EL Classroom session agenda
- How to Use Music in the EL Classroom: As we have
learned, music can be used in the classroom to benefit
students in multiple areas. Today’s session will cover how to
use music to benefit yourself as an educator, how to use music
to effectively guide transition times, and how to use music as
a background device for when students are working.
- Music for you: We’ve learned that music has the
ability to help alter mood and help to create a positive
atmosphere. One way to use music in the classroom is
to play music for yourself at the beginning of the day.
Whether it’s in the car or in the classroom before the
day begins, listening to some of your favorite music
can put you in a good mood and in the right frame of
mind for a day of teaching.
- Music for transitions: Music can be used to help
facilitate transitions. One thing that educators can do is
select some songs or sounds that will work as cues for
different transitions and activities. Lots of elementary
classroom teachers have a “clean-up” song, for
example. This is one example using music as a
transition.
- Music in the background: When it’s time for students
to work together, music can be played in the classroom
to encourage group work while discouraging
cross-classroom conversations outside of the small
group.
- Instrumental music
- Around 90 beats per minute
Allen, R., & Wood, W.






- Repetitive, but unfamiliar
- Quiet enough to work, loud enough to
discourage conversations outside of the group
9:45-10:15 Activity
- Playlist Creation! Participants use their devices and internet
connection to look up songs and create playlists. Participants
are encouraged to work together and use each other as
resources and musical libraries.
- Personal Playlist
- Create a playlist that contains some of your favorite
music that makes you feel good.
- Transition Playlist
- Create a playlist that contains music that is appropriate
for transition times and helps to create your desired
classroom atmosphere.
- Background Playlist
- Create a playlist that contains instrumental background




Rock n’ Roll Classroom
suggested playlists
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10:15-10:45 Discussion & Closing
- Participants complete the same think/write/share prompt from
the beginning of the session, noting what has changed
- Group Sharing
- Question & Answer
3 Closing activities
15 minutes each
How to Use Music in the Classroom Slides

How to Use Music in the Classroom Discussion & Closing
What do you know about
how to use music in the EL
classroom? In any
classroom?
What do you think will be
covered in today’s session on
How to Use Music in the EL
Classroom?
What do you hope to learn in
today’s session?
What do you know about
using music in the EL
classroom? In any
classroom?
What was covered in today’s
session on How to Use Music in
the EL Classroom?
What did you learn in today’s
session?
How to Use Music in the EL Classroom Supplement
Playlists for Group Work (Allen & Wood, 2013).
Newer Material, Harder Tasks
 1.“Above the Clouds, You Can't See Anything,” D. D. Denham
 2.“Ain't No Sunshine,” Dwayne Kerr
 3.“Blue Train,” Black & Brown
 4.“Celia,” Bud Powell
 5.“Desafinado,” Stan Getz and Charlie Byrd
 6.“Don't Lose Your Cool,” Tab Benoit
 7.“Dudeman,” Viktor Krauss
 8.“Gentle Rain,” Joe McBride and the Texas Rhythm Club
 9.“Hamp's Hump,” Galactic
 10.“Hispanic Dance (With a Blues Touch),” Claude Bolling and Alexandre Lagoya
 11.“Jamaica Heartbeat,” Acoustic Alchemy
 12.“Living,” Moby
 13.“Look Who's Here,” Russell Malone
 14.“Madrid,” Marc Antoine
 15.“Mercamon,” Galactic
 16.“Metropolis,” Boney James
 17.“Monday Night, Tuesday Morning,” Kofi
 18.“Ooh La La,” Jeff Lorber
 19.“Paradise Cove,” Paul Hardcastle
 20.“Ready or Not,” 3rd Force
 21.“Red Dust,” Zero 7
 22.“Risin' (Instrumental),” Josh One
 23.“Robin and Marian,” Nickel Creek
 24.“Signe (Live),” Eric Clapton
 25.“Slam Dunk,” Euge Groove
 26.“Somebody Loves Me,” Bud Powell
 27.“Song 4 My Girl,” Outta Nowhere
 28.“Spring and October,” Weathertunes
 29.“Straight, No Chaser,” Thelonious Monk
 30.“Strong Man,” Wynton Kelly
 31.“The Inlaw Josie Wales,” Trey Anastasio
 32.“The Message,” Urban Knights
 33.“Tokido,” Samite
 34.“Turn It Out,” Peter White
 35.“What You Think About …,” St. Germain
 36.“Why Don't You Dance,” Jacob Varmus
 37.“Willow Weep for Me,” Wynton Kelly
Older Material, Easier Tasks
 38. “Ain't Nobody,” Jeff Lorber
 39. “Anejo de Cabo,” Craig Chaquico
 40. “Asphalt Funk,” Tea Leaf Green
 41. “At the Backroom,” Brian Culbertson
 42. “Baby Steps,” Peter White
 43. “Beautiful Blues,” L. Santanaga
 44. “Boomtown,” Fishbelly Black
 45. “Bumpin' on Sunset,” Wes Montgomery
 46. “Caribbean Breeze,” The Rippingtons
 47. “Chatter,” Mike Stern
 48. “Club Nowhere,” Blue Man Group
 49. “Conversations,” Lao Tizer
 50. “Doo Rag,” Galactic
 51. “Down Low,” Jeff Lorber
 52. “Electra Glide,” Down to the Bone
 53. “Get Down on It,” Wayman Tisdale
 54. “Go Go,” Galactic
 55. “Gonna Be Alright,” Mindi Abair
 56. “Green Impala,” Joyce Cooling
 57. “Grover,” Fishbelly Black
 58. “Harlem Air Shaft,” Duke Ellington
 59. “Kisses in the Rain,” Rick Braun
 60. “Lavish,” Soul Ballet
 61. “Let Me Love You,” Tha' Hot Club
 62. “Lost in the Groove,” Dan Kusz
 63. “Lulu's Back,” Jeff Golub
 64. “Madagascar,” Garaj Mahal
 65. “Me, Myself, and Rio,” Doc Powell
 66. “Moomba,” Richard Elliot
 67. “Morning Magic,” Larry Carlton
 68. “Off Into It,” Wayman Tisdale
 69. “Palm Strings,” Marc Antoine
 70. “Parkside Shuffle,” Down to the Bone
 71. “Pebble Beach,” David Benoit
 72. “Pedro Blanco,” Peter White
 73. “Pick Up the Pieces,” Avenue Blue and Jeff Golub
 74. “Potato Hole,” Booker T.
 75. “Put It Where You Want It,” Larry Carlton
 76. “Rainbow Man,” Earl Klugh
 77. “Rendezvous,” Eric Marienthal
 78. “Reptile,” Eric Clapton
 79. “Return of the Eagle,” Craig Chaquico
 80. “Rewind,” Euge Groove
 81. “RSVP,” Boney James and Rick Braun
 82. “Save the Last Dance,” Mindi Abair
 83. “See What I'm Sayin'?” Boney James
 84. “Shadow and Light,” Craig Chaquico
 85. “Shoot the Loop,” Acoustic Alchemy
 86. “Sittin' Back,” Brian Culbertson
 87. “Summer,” Dan Kusz
 88. “Sweet Home Chicago,” Urban Knights
 89. “S'Wonderful,” Dave Brubeck
 90. “Taking It Uptown,” Fishbelly Black
 91. “Tango in Barbados,” David Benoit
 92. “The Cello Song,” Steven Sharp Nelson
 93. “The Happy Organ,” Dave “Baby” Cortez
 94. “Thursday,” Takenobu
 95. “Toast & Jam,” Joyce Cooling
 96. “Tuscan Chica,” Soul Ballet
 97. “Westside,” Theo Bishop
 98. “What Exit,” Spyro Gyra
 99. “White Fang,” Bill Frisell
 100. “Written Hour,” Wayne Jones
 101. “X Marks the Spot,” Joe Sample
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